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feeds him just as he would feed an animal; the
industrial obedience is insured by the subsequent
application of force.

These two coercive systems are the only alterna-
tives to the wage-system that have ever been found
workable in the past history of the world. We
will now consider the system which some of the
most thoughtful socialists of to-day are proposing
as a substitute for it in the hoped-for socialistic
future. The school of English socialists, of which
Mr. Webb is the best-known member, have given
to the world a volume called Fabian Essays.
This volume was republished in America, and to
the American edition a special preface was pre-
fixed with a view to emphasising the essentials of
a socialistic conception of society, and bringing
the details of the socialistic theory up to date. In
this preface it is stated, with regard to the appor-
tionment of material wealth generally, that " the
only truly socialistic scheme " is one which " will
absolutely abolish all economic distinctions, and
prevent the possibility of their ever again arising."
And how would it accomplish this end ? " By
making/* says the writer, " an equal provision for
all an indefeasible condition of citizenship, without
any regard whatever to the relative specific services
of the different citizens. The rendering of such
services on the other hand," the writer goes on,
" instead of being left to the option of the citizen,
with the alternative of starvation (as is the case
under the wage-system) would be secured under